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CaMo CoBo «Kasak» UMeeT o4eHb ipeBHUE KopHW. Ewwé Unbto Mypomua
BO MHOTUX GbINMHAX Ha3bIBaNN «CTapblit kasak». B koHue XIV Beka B Hu-
30BbsX [IHenpa v [loHa BO3HUKNM KPYMHble 0GbeAUHEHUs NoceneHLes,
NONOXMBLUME OCHOBY Ka3a4ecTsy.

KasauecTBo B NpuBbIYHON Ans Hac hopme, B BUAE «KasaybWX BOWCK»,
Ha4ano cknajbliBaTbCA Ha PYCCKUX W MOMBCKUX CTENHbIX pybexax B XVI
Beke. Kasakamn HaablBafiCb BOMbHbIE BOEHHbIE MOCENEHLb!, MEBLLKE,
N0 CPABHEHMIO C KPECTLAHCTBOM, 3HAYUTENbHBIE NIbrOThI U MPUBMNETUM,
3a KOTOpble NNaTuUn BOeHHOW cryx60ii. Ho Cedb, 3anopoxckas BofbHN-
ua, 6bina cpean Ka: 3eMenb yHUKal 06pasc . Ceyb
BO3HMKNA Ha CTbike BnafeHuit MonbLum, rocynapctea Mockosckoro n Oc-
MaHCKOV UMnepun. W NpoTUBOCTOSHWE TPEX MOTYLLECTBEHHbIX AepXaB
HasoXWno CBOW 0TNeYaTok Ha 3anopoxbe.

YKpanHCKOe KasayecTBO 6biNO CambiM MHOTOHYUCIIEHHBIM CPeayn Ka-
3a4bWX BOWCK, HO GOMbLUYIO 4aCTb €ro COCTaBANO «BEPXOBOE BOCKO»,
cocTosBLLIee U3 kalakoB JleBoGepexHoit 1 MpaBo6epexHoi YKpanHbl.
Cedb e NpeAcTaBNIsNo CaMOCTOATESNbHOE «HU30BOE BOWCKO» (N0 pacno-
JIOXEHMIO — 6NMXKe K HU30BbAM [lHenpa). U B 0TAN4MeE OT OCTanbHOrO Ka-
3a4ecTBa, 3aHUMaBLUErocs CeNbCKUM TPY[OM U XMBLUEro B cénax u ro-
poaKax, «CeveBUKU» 0BUTaNN B KYPEHSIX U 3aHUMAINUCh UCKMIOHUTENBHO
BOEHHOW Cnyx60i. VICTO4HMKOM CpeacTs cyliecTsoBaHus ans Ceun cny-
XWUN BOeHHas A06blya, @ Takxke TOProBfis, iaHb C MepeBO30B, BUHHAS
npuBUErvs 1 IGHEXHOE COAePXaHMe TO OT NOMCKOro KOPOs, TO OT pyc-
CKOro Liaps.

3anopoxckoe BOCKO COCTOANO W3 NEXOTbl W KOHHWLIbI, XOPOLLO, HO
KpaiiHe pasHO06pa3HO BOOPYXEHHbIX. OBs3aTenbHbIM aTpuéyToM Gbinn
cabnu, Ho, KPOME HUX, UCMONb3OBANNCH MUKM, YK, PYXbA, Bynasbl, Nn-
CTONEThI, apTUNNEPUACKE OPYANS 1 MPOYee OpyXue. VICTOYHUKOM BOO-
PY>XEHUA BbinK Kak BOEHHas A06bI4a, TaK U MOCTABKM OPYXMs Nonsikamm
1 PyCCKUMU.

«CeyeBnKM» YMeNo cpaxanich 1 NeLMMK, U KOHHBIMM, U Ha Mope. Xo-
TS B OTHEBOM U NeLlem GO0 06bIMHO HECKONbKO yCTynanu perynsipHbiM
BOViCcKaMm.

3anopoxXLibl He TOMbKO 3aLLMLLANK XPUCTMAHCKUE 38MNN OT TYPEeLKUX
Ha6eroB, HO 1 XOAMNM NMOXOJaMM Ha PYCCKUE U NOMbCKUE 3eMM, [OCTUT-
HYB HanbonbLLEro BAMSAHMA Npu KoleBoM atamaHe Metpe CaraipadHom,
CTaBLLEM O[IHOBPEMEHHO M FeTMaHOM «BEPXOBOr0 BOVCKa».

Ho, sBnsascL camoit 60ecnoco6HO 4acTbio kasa4ecTsa, 3anopoXLUb
nokasanu ce6s 1 cambIMi HeHaJIEXHbIMU COIO3HVKaMM, NPECeayoLLMIA
B OCHOBHOM CBOM MHTEPEChI. IMEHHO Takas MonuTvKa 1 nociyXxuna npu-
YuHOM rGenu 3anopoxckoi Ceun.

B 1709 ropy 3a n3meHy npucsire v crosop co Lweegamm Cedb 6bina yHnu-
TOXEHa 1 BOCCTaHOBMMACk Tonbko B 1735 rogy. B 1775 ropy 3anopoxckas
Ceyb 6blna OKOHYATENBHO YHUUTOXEHA EkaTtepuHoin Benukoit. Te kasakw,
4TO COXPaHMNM BEPHOCTb POCCN 1 FOTOBbI GbiNM MPOAOIXaTh CIYXGY Kak
peecTpoBble Ka3aku, CTanu 0CHOBOW Ky6aHCKoro kasadecTea.

The word “Cossack” is deeply rooted. In many Russian epics mythical
hero llya Muromets is called “Old Cossack”. In the end of the 14th cen-
tury in lower reaches of Dnieper and Don rivers large formations of set-
tlers appeared and they were the origin of the Cossacks.

Customary for us Cossacks, in the form of “Cossack hosts” they
began to gather in the area of the Russian and the Poland steppe
boundaries in the 16th century. Free military settlers who had, in com-
parison with peasantry, significant privileges and paid for their military
service; they were called Cossacks. But Zaporozhian Sich, the
Independent society, was a kind of unique formation in Cossacks lands.
Sich appeared in territory of frontiers of Poland, Muscovy and the
Ottoman Empire. Of course, confrontation between three powerful states
left a mark on Zaporozhye.

The Ukrainian Cossacks were the largest in number among Cossack
hosts. However, the majority of them was formed from so-called “Upper
river host” consisting of Cossacks of the Left-bank and the Right-bank
Ukraine. But Sich was an independent so-called “Lower reach host’
(located closer to the Dnieper lower reach). In contrast to other Cossacks
engaged in farming and residing in countries and small towns, Sich
Cossacks had been residing in barracks called “Kuren” and had been
engaged in military service only. Booty as well as trade, tributes from
transportation, wine privilege and monetary allowance sometimes from
the Poland king, sometimes from the Russian king, were their source of
livelihood.

Zaporozhian host consisted from infantry and cavalry as well but
armed in various ways. Sabres were an obligatory attribute, but, in addi-
tion to the same pikes, bows, rifles, pistols, clubs, artillery guns and other
weapons also had been used. Booty as well as supply of weapon from
Poles and Russians were sources of arming.

Sich Cossacks were able to fight skillfully by foot and cavalry units as
well as at sea. However, in firing and foot battles they were inferior to
regular troops.

Zaporozhian Cossacks had been protecting the Christian lands from
the Turkish raids. Also, they ventured into the Russian and the Poland
territories. They achieved their zenith under hetman Petro
Konashevych-Sahaidachny who became at the same time hetman of
the “Upper river host”.

Nevertheless they were the most battle-worthy part of the Cossacks,
Zaporozhian Cossacks appeared to be the most unreliable allies, pur-
sued their own ends. It was that policy that created the downfall of
Zaporozhian Sich.

In 1709 because of treason and collusion with the Swedes the Sich
were terminated and restored in 1735 only. In 1775 the Zaporozhian
Sich were finally abolished by Catherine Il of Russia. Cossacks who kept
their loyalty to Russia and were ready to serve further as registered
Cossacks became a base for Kuban Cossacks.
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